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Microbiological surveillance of school milk in health district 4 during the fiscal year 2019-2021
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Abstract

The school milk project was established by the Thai government in 1992 to help farmers and to
promote the health of children and youth. The Bureau of Quality and Safety of Food, Department of
Medical Sciences, Food and Drug Administration, and the provincial public health office play a role to
control and monitor the quality of school milk to meet the standards of the notification of the Ministry of
Public Health (No. 350) B.E. 2556 (2013) Re: cow milk. This study aimed to collect data on the
microbiological quality of school milk in Regional health 4 during fiscal years from 2019 to 2021 on a total
of 550 samples divided to 227, 167 and 156 respectively. It was found that the numbers of samples
which did not meet the requirement of the notification in each year were 9, 1 and 1 (3.96 %, 0.06 % and
0.64 %) respectively. Among these, 12 of 304 pasteurized samples did not reach the standard according
to the total of bacteria count and the present of Coliforms and Bacillus cereus 10, 1 and 1 samples
respectively. While only 1 of 246 UHT milk was found not to reach the criteria because of the total of
bacteria count also. These findings showed that the cooperation of government sectors with strict policies
and regulations exhibited a better trend of sustainable improvement of school milk. In addition, Thai
consumers, especially the children and youth will have confidence on the quality of school milk.
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