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AMIMUFAUDINNIABTaTIAUE S Plate count
agar (PCA) uaz Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar
ém%’umsmm’imswﬁmmgﬁuw’%s‘i’ﬁgﬂwuﬂ
Tusihuazriuga

Yoand udnes  uazudiniins 330
SinaamWuazaNNYaaa 8IS NSNINMNMFATITUNNG DUUFIIUUR uuNY3 11000

UNAREa msm’nﬁmswxﬁﬁwuaugﬁuw%’ﬁﬁv’wum‘luﬁma:ﬁuﬁm g5 pour plate MAITANDIVBINIATFIU
sna muueamnsiasadeilElumsanaiwnzilivaeyiia ededfiiansanmsann @y plate count agar (PCA)
wazfifisnsamsies Wy Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar Tosfdauuzthhomsiasadesiiafdansamsamiu
m'im%tgLﬁU‘[mwmf\ﬁmw%ﬁTﬁaﬂLwiﬁmsﬁyuﬂLﬁzfaa’mﬂﬁms’lﬁ'ﬁhmu‘[ﬂiaﬁuumuwaﬁamﬂﬂiwmmﬂgﬂqL%Waﬁﬁ
msmannnhudlifimsiiudeasinadu msdnnluadiiliingussamdiiemusauamaidsaida PCA uas
R2A agar IﬂilL‘U%EI‘ULﬁﬂuﬁ’m’m@ﬁuﬂ%ﬁﬂuﬁﬁLLax‘*j”lLL‘fNﬁLfﬁiy‘lJumWﬁLgENL%B‘Vlzﬁam‘dﬁﬂ Togldeathaiuas
wudsiideenaiensiluianlfiimasdiinaamwiazamutaandaams ssuietl w.a. 2555 9 w.a. 2557
$10u 360 ot wialudrathah 4 #ie 1dus ﬁwﬁﬂumﬁuzmiqﬁﬂmﬁw 60 $1BEN9 1A 60 FIaeha 1
1% 60 §1E9 1EUATDINTEY 120 IpEhe Waztude 60 Fagha #5190 NRNUIdUNIFlaaldi5 pour
plate r81MN3IAENED PCA t3suifisuiu R2A agar udiad 35 ssenwaided funae 48 $las Wasuunus
msﬂmﬂyamﬁagauﬁﬁﬂu 3 92AuABd 1 - 1,000 CFU/8a88805 1,001 - 100,000 CFU/&adans wazannm
100,000 CFU/fiadans wudathahnnaiiannssdumstuiauiiinnusdunidindsiisnnuldann ReA agar
Anne@aan PCA atheiidaddn (P < 0.05) wazdlawSsuiisumsnsznsmainadinnziuaimmsiass
Bandagiodnlstansmsulsiu (Coefficient of variation) wuhwamsiusnnulaladian ReA agar M3
nssnsrasdayatasnhdoyauas PCA dudatahuidlidinassasinnulaladiiiinaldnn ReA agar
fiszdumsuudiauannnii 1,000 CFU/iiadans snnnheiadsann PCA agniiadAty (P<0.05) waziianduuszdns
msuiseuiaeni wafissdumsuudioun 1 89 1,000 CFU/dadans ‘W‘UFhLaa'EI‘UE]Qﬁ'lu’mf\!auﬂ%'mﬁLLGlﬂGl'Nf\]’m
Amasieunldan PCA aehefitadday (P < 0.05) uasiiedudszandmsudsiulndideeiu uanai R2A agar
finamsiuinnugdunigidnhludmatamnaie snulwhulsiissdumstudlou 1 81 1,000 CFU/find50s
NAMIMUFUHE AL R2A agar L?Jummsl,ﬁymL%yaf‘immsaﬁmﬂﬂumimaﬁmexﬁﬁwmuqauw%ﬁwm
Tuthuazihuliagedd pour plate lavhmsunnzdad 35 ssenwados Wunm 48 Hluld
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unin

Heterotrophic plate count (HPC) ﬁaﬁ%mimmﬁ’uﬁmauﬁ;auﬁﬁnfcju Heterotrophs Tuin

=

maﬂu’*‘;'ﬁﬁﬁnﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁa Standard plate count (SPC) 3aun3glungu Heterotrophs sanfuuaticse
a6 wazs) mvdeansdunsdmsuau (organic carbon) tusmislumsasudule MmIasiatuau
qaunsdudouveiiGealuhiiuiznasaumeaiinsandunony minselffludayaiveilssansnm
asnazvrumssamaihuilag wumaudmhussh LLa::awﬂq%mmUaamﬁwaqﬁwﬁwwuﬂ%mmgq uas
tiigaunsduuidouvaneyiin anndienudswadfadalsaziuagis Tunaslssmaiimsmmuadiny
gaunddnavnalilunaspmhuslas Wiudetidumengmnevdadudauunhdugudnvmuzenuazan
291> 3§mimnmﬂ%mmf\i’wuauaﬁuﬁﬁﬁy’wmluﬁwﬂwma’i%‘ﬁﬁﬂuﬁumﬂ @8 35 pour plate NaFaU
Tostluadetahiissduamundanniidasmaatlunumsida mamsidssdawaufudadsliidriu
w3l fundedh nntuhlivnmnade duinulalaiiuesdunnms udiduanassrdadmiy
msmmﬁuﬂ%mm’«gﬁu%‘%ﬁuﬁlﬂé’m‘i% pour plate qulﬂﬂﬁlmﬂﬁilgﬂﬂ%’a Plate count agar (PCA)
daanlafimsihiauaamsiasadioniialus #ie Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar wariidauuzihnamsiaeaide
ffinsownsdmdumsisydulanasdunidinn udlifimsiuwadnadu wu PCA aliinulalail
uunnzdainnnhawnsiasdeiiissawnsdesnt udfimsiluyisedinadu wu ReA agar uas
g350178181935 pour plate, spread plate uaz membrane filter®™ ﬁmﬂﬁﬂ’amsmaﬁmswzﬁﬁwaq
driingamwuazanulaaadaams (@as.) nadnsmansmsuwng iumhsnumadziliving
anviensidadliitnaspuiiuads uasmnzanlumIenIieNinNEMmMaFay TINNNIATI
Tusnnugdundd uasnnanantiuasanmaisuia R2A agar Gasmslinuadunidiiinnnth Saldvm
msfAniiamuday (verification) awnsiasuda R2A agar dwiuuduldlumsanaiensidiuu
Qauw%’tﬂ,ué’aasiwfmasﬁm%q u,a::mimuQuqmmwfwﬁiﬁuﬁmﬂﬁﬂ'@m‘smq@aﬁﬁwm Tagldaagn
1‘?”1u,amfﬂLtﬁqﬁéqmwﬁﬁ'ﬂmﬁﬁami dA0. 6833 pour plate 7 35 svewaFes (una 48 il

TeaSauisunu PCA agar

Mo

Wuashufedlasunngdamesy uazionuu (AN W.a. 2555 SRUENEY W.A. 2557) TINTN
wrhuedasnsasluiasfiimsenu 360 daths m.iqLﬂuﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂumwwﬁqﬁﬂmﬁw NUIU 60 MIBEN
Whan By hanshueiasnsesn haxnnatinny Wudy s so freths 1hlglumsudnamsuas
1 119U 60 FIaEN NKULATBINTET 1Y 120 TBENS WazINUTe 110U 60 e
Janaunsal

desilhaede wiaeds indeniulalail UMY gTamwm%a dousau LA BNHENETAZANY
w3asiannuilunse-we dwafumumuquqmwgﬁ LA3BIUIVSana &N LLazS'ﬂqﬁﬁanuﬁlu ) 12U
da Faudnas Wueu
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& 4 =
RV ARIGENY RGP IGEY
ATMULDNEITBNDN

21 siaeaEa lawn plate count agar (PCA) uaz R2A agar ‘ﬁﬁg
) lawn butterfield’s phosphate

M5.adl loun 70% emuaa warasarmaansu@aand (diluent
buffered-dilution water (PBS)

MIATIVIATIEH

Ywadmetadudy (lidens) wasdadnideanedis PBS fissduanuiiaas 1:10, 1:100
Wae 1: 1,000 Lﬁaiﬁmmsaﬁmmﬁwuauqﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬁszﬁumsﬂuﬁﬁau 352U A8 1 - 1,000, 1,001 - 100,000
UazaINANI 100,000 CFU/NadanT 52AUa: 1 Uadans Yulaldaslumumnzi@assduanuidonias 4 9y
wz@a mems PCA uaz R2A agar 12 - 15 Nadan3 Tunumnzderiina: 2 Muwzidadasziuanu
Foa wandathsuazamadsndaliididy deieliliuuied udamdnnumsdadndunilsiy

UNIWIZTEN 35 £ 1 avenBalded WY 48 + 3 HIlan Hunulalafiuunumnzi@e MUIMLELIBNIUNE

v
a o o

nugdunsdnanely CFU/faddas 8198938Manadauduiugdun3dan Standard Method for

the Examination of Water and Wastewater™®

AIMIUANADNIN
#RFBUANNUNANNZDYDIIMNSEENTD Sacaredniuiden wazaunsainldlunmsnsa
e laun Muwzde wazllida NNATITIMMIMATIY WALIATIHWAIBENTINN 10% YBIAIBEN

M viamimegiaend 10 Megndaiu Liienein 1 MednnnaNNMMIIeTe

MTIATIEHHANNTDH
wsszdumauilaumasinnudunidiniauuematsataluudassiiomatsooniiy 3 ssdu
A 1 - 1,000, 1,001 - 100,000 LALIANT 100,000 CFU/§iadans wlasman CFU Wu logio CFU
Twnnfiwasmeadalumsaun laud sinde (average) céhtﬁ"mmummgm (SD) m3paazdnlszana
2aIMsuUseu (%CV)™ Lﬂ%ﬂuLﬁzmmimzmﬂﬂagaéﬁy’qttdaammﬁulﬂ wazldadfnaaauaNNLANENYD

ALNdY one-tail Paired t-test NszaulaaAny 0.05 (P<0.05; t-test)®

We

HANMINNIANTHNUIUTAUNSENIVNG luthuazihudeinug 360 a8 @835 pour plate
UNDIMSAENIYe 2 oila Aa PCA uar R2A agar fauwisszeumsvuideu 3 szau wuhinugdunsd

[

fennaldnn ReA agar nossaumauidioufidnndsnnnhaimdsiisnnuldann PCA adafidaddny
YNEEA (P < 0.05; t-test) UazMINTzNBUBITDYIHANMINATBUNN R2A agar Hmipuazuasdulszans
apsmaulsiiu (%CV) vasnhdayaiildnn PCA Tunnssdumatuidlay fauaadlumsd 1
ilautsmulszian Aasaethah S0y 300 Faghs wazihudie 60 faghs wudathahildmas
Sunuadunidiinaldnn ReA agar nnszdumstudiousnnnhinnugdunididunnldnn PCA
ENNUBEAYNNEDA (P < 0.05; t-test) LLazﬁmsns:mﬂwmﬁmﬂaNamammaauﬁaﬂﬂdﬂﬁ'aaﬂaﬁlﬁmn
PCA susaiahuidiemmirassulalaiisnalaan ReA agar fszaumstudiawannni

= aa 1 1 { 1] L4 o W = L = A( o
1,000 CFU/&iaddas annnMeaasan PCA adwitadany (P < 0.05) waziedudszanonsuisau

15E5ASNINENEFASNSUNNE
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o ' 2 P = a aa ' a ° a = ' ' ' o
Uaan uanszaumsuilau 1 09 1,000 CFU /4888635 WUﬂ’]LQﬁEI‘ZIQ\‘Iﬁ]’]H’JHQﬂHWiEﬂNLL(ﬂﬂGnﬁf\nﬂﬂ'lLQaEI

H o v 1 % o -7 aa \ L = Qﬂl L% v [-%)
nenwmlaan PCA adwiitiadhaunmeddd (P < 0.05) wardimdudseansmsudsaulnaideeny

MINN 1 MIUFEUTBUNEMIATINIATISHINUIUAUN

v
N & v

FUNVING

R2A agar uaz PCA wisenuszaumsluiou 3 szau

TudagaihuastihudauueIsaeEa

rHAtazNHIUAIDENS mada sedumsthailon
1-1,000 CFU/AIa@ans | 1,001-100,000 CFU/NadaNT >100,000 CFU/adany
PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A
11 300 §90614 n 177 102 21
range 1-800 ‘ 1-1,000 | 230-130,000 ‘ 1,080-96,000 | 12,000-1,800,000 ‘ 120,000-2,100,000
uifawaiiiu Log,, CFU/mI
range 0-2.90 0-3 2.36-5.11 3.03-4.98 4.08-6.26 5.08-6.32
Mean 1.39 1.55 3.80 4.07 5.18 5.52
SD' 0.79 0.77 0.66 0.58 0.65 0.43
%CV’ 56.48 49.51 17.44 1423 12.49 7.80
t-test p<0.05, P=6.9x10" p<0.05, P=5.5x10" p<0.05, P=7.1x10"
vuiga 60 0619 n 14 36 10
range 1-960 1-44 900-64,000 | 1,100-95,000 | 26,000-1,200,000 | 190,000-1,200,000
ufawariiu Log,, CFU/mI
range 0-2.98 0-2.87 2.95-4.81 3.04-4.98 4.41-6.08 5.28-6.08
Mean 1.61 1.62 3.63 3.76 535 575
SD 0.93 0.95 0.54 0.54 0.63 031
%CV 57.85 58.74 14.88 14.35 11.81 539
t-test p>0.05, P=0.44 P<0.05, P=0.003 p<0.05, P=0.01
SRR 360 F906°9 | n 191 138 31
range 1-960 1-1,000 | 230-130,000 | 1,080-96,000 | 12,000-1,800,000 | 120,000-2,100,000
ulawaiilu Log, , CFU/mI
range 0-2.98 0-3 236-5.11 3.03-4.98 4.08-6.26 5.08-6.32
Mean 1.41 1.55 3.75 3.99 523 5.59
SD' 0.80 0.78 0.63 0.58 0.64 0.41
%CV’ 56.60 50.12 16.91 14.62 12.17 7.24
t-test p<0.05, P=1.3x10" p<0.05, P=1.6x10" p<0.05, P=3.2x10"

'SD 1131079 AndioauaNATIU (standard deviation)

¢
2%CV ‘Hlnﬂﬁﬂ m%’aﬂazﬁuﬂizﬁmmmmmﬂiwu (%coefficient of variation)

2 Y T A a & ¥4 ala a ¥ A ) T d 2
(NauUNmBENNY 4 il A mﬂﬂumwusmif\mﬂﬂauw (n = 60) WION LFU UWIONKIULAIDY

n5891 WaNna Y Wudy (n = 60) 1lFlumsnanesuazil (n = 60) wazIIENULATBINTDI
(n = 120) Wumaghannnzie nnszaumsludauinuugdunigiainalaann R2A agar wasnnni
J a =~ (t!’ o k4 1 = W o o aa Vv

MnugdunIgnammnulann PCA agniitadagneadd (P < 0.05) uazminsznazesdayanansnaaau

s = A( o ! )
)0 R2A agar fimdndszansmsudsiuisanidayaiiladan PCA

NsHsNTMINENFNTSUNWNE
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m3597 2 MITIUHBURANITNTINIANEWIIUIUAUNTENINNATIUUNAINUTELANYDIEIBE NN

VUMD R2A agar uaz PCA uivennszaumsduidou 3 szau

THANAZIIUIY maon sdumsiitlon
feea 1-1,000 CFU/Jaaans 1,001-100,000 CFU/Jaaans >100,000 CFU/Naaans
PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A
vhdu Ty n 10 41 9
Uiiﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ range 3-750 ‘ 6-690 520-110,000 ‘ 1,200-96,000 12,000-1,700,000 ‘ 120,000-1,900,000
60 A0819 mlassaiily Log,, CFU/MmI
range 0.48-2.84 0.78-2.84 2.72-5.04 3.08-4.98 4.08-6.23 5.08-6.28
Mean 1.85 1.98 3.92 4.18 5.06 532
SD' 0.69 0.63 0.65 0.59 0.56 0.38
%CV’ 37.32 31.72 16.54 14.16 10.96 7.18
t-test p<0.05, P=0.04 P<0.05, P=7.3x10" p<0.05, P=0.03
vhu 60§t n 26 33 1
range 1-600 2-980 390-42,000 1,200-83,000 190,000 210,000
ulaawarilu Log,, CFU/mI
range 0-2.78 0.30-2.99 2.59-4.62 3.08-4.92
Mean 1.78 1.97 3.70 3.99
SD 0.84 0.78 0.55 0.51
%CV 47.21 39.72 14.84 12.83
t-test P<0.05, P=0.004 P<0.05, P=8.8x10"
il lumsnan n 24 25 11
omstazh range 1-600 1-1,000 250-130,000 1,220-95,000 12,000-1,800,000 120,000-2,100,000
60 70819 uasmailu Log,, CFU/MI
range 0-2.78 0-3 240-5.11 3.09-4.98 4.08-6.26 5.08-6.32
Mean 1.38 1.57 3.82 4.08 5.26 5.70
SD 0.81 0.78 0.77 0.61 0.75 0.42
%CV 59.06 49.68 20.22 14.98 14.34 7.42
t-test P<0.05, P=0.007 P<0.05, P=0.002 p<0.05, P=0.01
shrunseansed n 117 3
120 #29819 range 1-800 1-1,000 230-2,400 1,080-3,200
mlaawarflu Log,, CFU/MI
range 0-2.90 0-3 2.36-3.38 3.03-3.51
Mean 1.26 1.41 2.98 3.32
SD' 0.75 0.73 0.54 025
%CV’ 59.68 51.87 18.25 7.55
t-test P<0.05, P=3.1x10" P>0.05, P=0.25

'SD 11109 Ao UNINTFIY (standard deviation)

' o s o . ..
Z%CV ‘mﬂﬂﬁﬂ ﬂ'I%ﬂﬂa$ﬁuﬂi:ﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬂimillﬂiwu (%coefficient of variation)
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= 4
AU

Toemhluiasfiamsldamaidenda PCA ﬁﬁmimmsmnLﬁ'amnmﬁgﬁuﬁﬂuﬁwLLamfwuﬁq
fequantidzasannaidsatadanailidunidiniyldedssnd (fast-growth microorganism)
Lﬁ)%@ﬂ@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ;ﬁ%%ifﬁ@%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ (slow-growth microorganism) W3aMNAEU (injure) W5aLAa3en (stressed)
mliasa himm'sam%iyLLﬂq%’uﬁuﬁgﬁuw%ﬁﬁm%tyl@i”asimu61IEJ HAATINATENNATIALUNY 3805
wulusinudesnienuiuaie® dahrsienzdludaiuianuinasananmunasisivue ihuay
iudamaniuazgmiblulFnuvdeudlaaiui uddamwnadeuminzaugdunidgaananiazaninsoiiud
Tdasemad uaziininnulussaznandein mallugdunidaiaiicninsanalsnamnsidluivld fuilna
azfemsFuthe viaiieanudemedendnsasinliihuazihuicumswae suiunmsdadanamsiede

a dAy 4 < 2 I a oy a wa o a 41' v a o’a} v
QLﬂﬁNLLa%W‘u‘V\JL‘Zia'énﬂﬂLQ‘UQQL‘U‘NEN‘Y]‘ViBQ'IJ{]‘UGIﬂﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁ&ﬂ‘wzﬂ'}iﬂﬂLWBclﬂvlﬂNaﬂ']i@li’m’)tﬂﬁ']%ﬂﬂgﬂ@lﬂﬁ

ReA agar luamsidsadefigniannailas Reasoner uas Geldreich lddhm3utiuinnuuunaiie
TuhlFRshunszuiums (treated potable water) R2A agar Jusmsidsadeniisnsennsias wazidiath
ininflgamgiicnszaznmunuy MansanszfumsniapasuaiiGefinian 1adu wesnuaaadu (chorine
tolerant) (w1zlu R2A agar i soluble starch (fughutsznavlumsdieiluyimadinaiu uas sodium
pyruvate BeHureasiiedsn® luunsiomadssdafisnsawnaann wy PCA asafusyumaaiay
yasuuafiGefindaiulaled Fezedunarunuaiideieden viansaldhfismsanuldluhiinm
nsznIums seauantacnarlinamanesauludagahlasgld ReA agar femdsmnnnhiuu
@ﬁuw%ﬁﬁﬁwmmlﬁmn PCA agniitiaaanynada (P<0.05; t-test) dannaainunadnuay Salvatore
Massa wozanis"” fdsuiiisy PCA waz R2A agar lumsdensdinnuadunidluthussssuna
figouvindi 37 asmnualded Wuna 3 Su de33 pour plate Fwuhaiadsuasinnugduniaianuld
0 R2A agar fidgenhiaan PCA uazkafnuuas Klaas van der Linde uazaais"? fil3audisu
Tryptic soy agar (TSA) uaz R2A agar 1un15‘3Lﬂi1zﬁaiwuau@§uw%fsﬂuﬁwﬁ’lﬁ‘lumswaﬂlm Alaanann
52U RO figamnidi 25 + 2 asenuwaifea Wunm 10 Su §e3% spread plate Fswuhauadszasinny

o ool

aunsgnannmlaan R2A agar figeniainn TSA

1
N iAo 4

luraiziuamsnegaumesenaiula R2A agar liamdsanunudunsdnanivwisliuandnann

v

PCA iilaunil 35 aseniaified 48 ialu innsiiguvpfivduiaiuaivaihliizasdunidens viamnadu
wiasathauhlianadaddszeznalumsundeliinniu®® udathalsimusinsold R2A agar sl
35 BNFLTALTEE 48 %‘[m Gl'm‘ﬁl United States Food and Drug Administration muua 3 lumsasa
tiatthszse wisanauwluszazanfiannBua il American Public Health Association uuzih #9270
AoyaluAIeN fidnulu R2A agar Nt PCA 398ain R2A agar (flusmsiasadafisnanse

hanldunuy PCA Tumsanadwensiinnugdunsdluhuazinudale

M58 INSHAINENFNFASMTUNNE
U 59 afui 4 ganAN - SUNAN 2560




Verification of PCA and R2A for Enumeration of Bacteria Piyamas Jamsri and Khwunmit Roojug

asu
9

PnMsmudau (Verification) 215184138 R2A agar leewSauiiaunuanmsideadia PCA

oo

nsumAeNzdNUgaunidlumainhuazuie deds pour plate UntWIzdail 35 avmaded

1
Y

48 1l Toafindulumzuzussaitlaaiin ihan inldlumsudaenmsuazi ruAIINTaY LazUe
Wudununguaiatnanuazinuiy wanmsnagausansaiiuiuladn ReA agar Tiwamstuinugdunid
MNNNIMSEENED PCA anuiiszylutananssnds asnudasdjidnsanansen ReA agar lUl4lu

]
-~

MIaNANzFMInNURaUEdiaEhsrqumwihuaznud

deanssndsema

]
v Pl

YDYBUAUUNININITN weNAaIe BTL%EI’J"ZY]E}!LQ‘W'ISGI']L!N'IGliﬁﬁuﬂaﬂaﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬂﬂémﬁﬂﬂ’ﬂﬁ‘léul,taz

u

Tienusnmmuizimsuaszadd uwaszarauamdmhniheiuasniaidn HitinaumwwazaNaaany
amanmuilamemdalumsenalensd aweazideansasiiulasimsauganuasdisadied
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Verification of Plate Count Agar (PCA)
and Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) Agar
for Enumeration of Heterotrophic

Bacteria in Water and Ice

Piyamas Jamsri and Khwunmit Roojug
Bureau of Quality and Safety of Food, Department of medical Sciences, Tiwanond Road, Nonthaburi
11000, Thailand

ABSTRACT Pour plate technique is well-recognized as a standard method for enumerating
heterotrophic bacteria in water and ice. Either high-nutrient medium such as plate count
agar (PCA) or low-nutrient medium such as Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar can be used for this
standard method. It has been recommended that the low-nutrient medium containing
essential substances for recovering injured cells will increase bacterial counts as compared to
the high-nutrient medium without any essential substances. This study was aimed to verify
the culture medium by comparing the number of heterotrophic bacteria in water and ice grown
on PCA and R2A agar. A total of 360 samples of water and ice received at Bureau of Quality
and Safety of Food during 2012 - 2014 were divided into 4 types of waters including 60 samples
of bottled drinking water, 60 samples of drinking water, 60 samples of potable water, 120 filtrated
water samples and 60 samples of ice. All samples were tested by pour plate method using PCA
and R2A agar. After incubation at 35°Celsius (°C) for 48 hours, growing colonies on culture
plates were counted and categorized into 3 levels: 1-1,000 CFU/ml, 1,001-100,000 CFU/ml and
more than 100,000 CFU/ml. The results showed that the mean values of bacterial counts of
all types of water samples calculating from the R2A agar were significantly higher than those
from the PCA agar (P<0.05) at all 3 levels. Comparing the distribution of test results from
both media by coefficient of variation (CV), it was found that the R2A agar showed lower CV
results than the PCA agar. For ice samples, the mean values and CV results of bacterial counts
at the levels greater than 1,000 CFU/ml on the R2A agar were significantly higher and lower
than those of the PCA agar (P<0.05), respectively. On the contrary, the mean value and CV
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result of bacterial counts, at the level of 1 - 1,000 CFU/ml, obtained from the R2A agar were not
significantly different from the PCA agar. Taken together, it can be concluded that, for higher
productivity, the R2A agar could be used for determining heterotrophic bacteria in water and ice

by pour plate technique at 35°C for 48 hours.

Keywords: Verification, PCA and R2A agar, heterotrophic plate count, water and ice
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